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Aims of the session:

 To help you to understand what phonics is and how we use
phonics at school.

 To provide you with an understanding of how we teach reading
and writing at school.

 To provide you with ways that you can help support your child
with their reading and writing.



What is ‘phonics’?

 Phonics is one method of teaching children how to read and write.

 It is all about the sounds the letters make.

 There are 44 sounds in the English language, which we put together to form words.

 Some are represented by one letter, like ‘s’, ‘a’, 't‘ (grapheme), and some by two or
more, like 'ck‘, ‘sh’, ‘ai’ (digraph) and 'air‘ in chair (trigraph).

 Children are taught the sounds first, then how to match them to letters, and finally
how to use the letter sounds for reading and spelling.

 Phonics is taught in year R, 1 and 2. Is it taught beyond year 2 for those children
that need it.



Phonics

Phonemes – the sounds the letters make
Graphemes – the letter shapes

The ‘uh’ factor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q

Reading message books have phonics help at the 
front. 













What can you do at home?

 Practise oral blending, e.g. I spy with my little an eye, a b-u-s

 Practise phonics before reading and use the letter sounds, not the letter names when reading.

 Try to avoid the ‘uh’ factor.

 Encourage your child to recognise letters in their environment; street names, signs, packets, brand labels.

 Turn finding letters into a competition e.g. Who can spot the most m’s on a walk to the shops?

 Card games such as pairs or snap.

 Play phonics games on websites and apps such as

Cbeebies, phonics play, Teach your monster

how to read, Jolly Phonics, Alphablocks etc

http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/games/tm1

http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/games/tm1


Starting Reading

The process of reading begins with activities such as book browsing and 
sharing stories.

Children like to read certain books over and over gain. Let them do this…they 
learn the words, which develops their vocabulary.

As the children become more confident they will want to extend these activities 
by telling their own stories and making their own books.

Once they are ready the children will use their sounds knowledge to look for 
letters they know and then build and read simple words.





Reading at Home

The children will bring home a book they have read in school with an adult.

Encourage them to read it several times, over the week – little but often.

They do not have to read the whole book in one go.

Can they retell the story before they read it?

Practise builds fluency – to further support this try echo reading.

Allow them to use the pictures and other clues to support their reading.

Encourage them to track the text with their finger.

Talk about what has been read.



Reading at Home

Make sure that your child sees you reading. Children like to copy what their parents do,

if they see you reading then they are more likely to want to read too.

Read with your child every day, sign their home school diary and practice their high

frequency word lists.

Make up your own stories together.

Remember bed time stories are an important time together.

Visit the library so that your child regularly gets to see new books.

Remember not all reading is done from a book.



“But I Don’t Want to Read!”

Make sure the text isn’t too hard or too easy.

Let them have choice.

Are they interested in the book?

Are they scared of getting it wrong?

What is the point? – Boys especially like to know the purpose of something as soon as 

they learn it; so give them a reason to read, e.g. Help read shopping lists, create a set of 

instructions, look at construction manuals and non-fiction texts.



Reading Underpins The Whole Curriculum



Any Questions?


